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! This assertion was made by Professor Samita Sen of the Department of History, University of Calcutta,
India, during a lecture at the 2006 Social History Workshop on “Gender, Ethnicity and Culture” in Dakar,
Senegal. The workshop was organized by CODESRIA and SEPHIS.
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2 This definition and explanation was given by the UN Office of the Special Advisor on Gender Issues and
Advancement of Women, Internet Resource: http://www.itu.int/gender/about/gender.html. Retrieved:
16/06/06.
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? Focus here has largely been on positive aspects of women’s position in pre-colonial African societies, and
the negative effects of colonialism on them. Some critiques have, however, also identified some ‘negative
aspects’ of women’s roles and positions in pre-colonial life, as there were various forms of subjugation

which colonialism also helped in addressing.
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* See: U. Ukiwo, “The Study of Ethnicity in Nigeria”, Oxford Development Studies, (2005). Vol.33. No. 1,
March; P.O. Agbese,. “Managing Ethnic Relations in a Heterogeneous Society: The Case of Nigeria”, in
J.M. Mbaku, et al (eds.), Ethnicity and Governance in the Third World (Aldershot: Ashgate, 2001);
International IDEA, Democracy in Nigeria, 2000; 1.0. Albert, “The Role and Process of Action Research in
the Management of Community Conflicts in Nigeria”, in M. Smyth, and Robinson, G. (eds.); Researching
Violently Divided Societies: Ethical and Methodological Issues (Tokyo: UNU Press,2001); E. Osaghae, “The
Role and Function of Research in Divided Societies: The Case of Africa”, in M. Smyth, and Robinson, G.
(eds.), Researching Violently Divided Societies, Ibid; O. Otite, Ethnic Pluralism and Ethnicity in Nigeria
(Revised Edition) (Ibadan: Shaneson C.I., 2000).
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> The only exception to this situation is in the case of women National Honouree, whom the laws of the
country permit to retain the names, be it her father’s or the husband’s, in which they got the honours.

® With regards to this issue, three celebrated cases readily come to mind: that of Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala,
late Justice Atinuke Ige and Senator Daisy Danjuma. Dr. Okonjo-Iweala hails from Abia State (her state of
birth) but married to Delta State. Thus, by virtue of marriage, she should be considered a “Deltalite” (from
Delta State). She was, however, appointed a Federal Minister as an “Abian” (from Abia State), an action that
was greeted with so much opposition and condemnation by many “Abians”, including government officials.
On the other hand, Justice Ige’s natal state was Oyo, but she got married to Chief Bola Ige, the assassinated
Minister of Justice of the federation, who hailed from Osun State. Justice Ige was of the Oyo State Judiciary
where she rose steadily and was to become the Chief Judge of that State. This position, however, eluded her
because she was considered an Osun indigene (by marriage), thus not “qualified” for the highest judicial post
in Oyo State, her ‘former’ state of origin (by birth). It would be necessary to state also that in all these
common practices in terms of the politics of identity and citizenship in Nigeria, there were certain glaring,
though isolated, exceptions. One of such cases was the suitability of the candidacy of Senator Daisy
Danjuma. Senator Danjuma, a Bini (from Edo State) by birth, who was married to General T.Y. Danjuma
(rtd.), a Jukun man (from Taraba State). Nevertheless, Senator Danjuma was elected into the Senate of the
Federation to represent Benin Senatorial Zone (Edo State). The acceptability of her candidacy by the
generality of Benin people was not unconnected with the power politics and connections of her husband,
Nigeria’s former Army Chief and the ruling party’s stalwart.
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7 The unconstitutional nature of this legal system is based on the secularity of the Nigerian state, which is
enshrined in its constitution. Sharia’s politicisation and the tension over its introduction, however, have
made it odiously difficult for a proper interpretation in a competent court of law.

® This statement was credited to Dr. Ibrahim Ahmad, the President of the Supreme Council for Sharia in
Nigeria (SCSN), at a meeting of the Council in Gusau, Zamfara State, in November 2001.

% It would be recalled that during the Generals Buhari/Idiagbon regime (1983-1985), some Nigerian Northern
states gave unmarried women a deadline of three months to show evidence of a husband or lose their jobs.
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	Abstract
	The composition of the government of the federation or any of its agencies and the conduct of its affairs shall be carried out in such a manner as to reflect the federal character of Nigeria, ... thereby ensuring that there shall be no predominance of persons from a few ethnic or other sectional groups in that government or in any of its agencies (FRN 1999: Section 13/3).
	Pre- Colonial Famine Control and the Causes of Colonial Famines in North-Western Zimbabwe, 1850-1960
	Abstract
	In the marginal environment of North-western Zimbabwe, which was characterized by rainfall of a very uncertain nature, with frequent mid-season droughts which adversely affected crop growth, the pre-colonial economies had adapted their agricultural techniques to suit the local conditions and minimize the risk of famine. The Tonga, for example, had contrived to exist in the Middle Zambezi valley in relative security from famine by exploiting the annually inundated alluvial soil along the Zambezi River, where they were able to harvest two crops a year. They had permanent fields on the floodplain near the banks of the Zambezi, wherever the banks were not too steep to allow cultivation (Scudder, 36-5; Colson, 138; Ncube, 2004: 41; N9/1/17, NC Sebungwe, 1914). The fields could be cultivated twice a year, first during the rains and again during the winter after the annual Zambezi flood had receded (Chapman, 92, 94; Colson, 138). 
	Although the alluvial fields were greatly valued for their high yields and permanency, they were insufficient by themselves to support the dense populations in the river neighbourhoods. As a result, most cultivators also had fields in the poorer soils of the plain beyond the river margin and in the neighbouring hills, where they planted the summer crop in October and November (Colson, 138; Chapman, 92, 94; Ncube, 2004: 42). The two types of fields cultivated by most of the Tonga therefore guaranteed two crops each year and security from famine. In the vicinity of the Zambezi-Sengwa junction, three separate crops were reported in 1899 (Chorley, 13; Gielgud, 380; Ncube, 2004: 42; NB6/1/2, NC Sebungwe, 1899). In the years of food shortage, when the summer crops had failed due to drought, pests or some other unforeseen reasons, the winter crops were invaluable and kept the people alive (Hemans, 122; N9/1/17, NC Sebungwe, 1914). Consequently, death from actual starvation was very uncommon in the valley, a fact that Livingstone had learnt as early as 1855, when he was in the valley for the first time (Livingstone, 535; Ncube, 2004: 41-43, 96).


